
CHR ISTIAN PAR KER

. CH RISTI AN PA R K ER. a !.=ancan. NY folll ' inga r""5ong­
wr lt~r ear e l y cu t of h i!l t ol! ens. drll ....s hi s in5pinlticn fr om
s\,Ich 60' 3 troub adou rs as Si mon an d Garfun k ls snd Bob
Dyran. _

An accusetc ac to artist who h og be en pe r fo rm ing , in c:.,
ag e 15. he "'as r eccrded cna sere-c ue a lbum. Re f lection s
o( Tomorrow. and i!l writing and recording m erer ma terial .
He hcp!!, to r ea ch a IoJ lder audience by pl ay ing cuuide
o~ ehB.North Co untry: ebe Albany MU3/C Expo , ho uld pro­
....e e tHm th e pe rfect opp or tu nity. He- can be re ached
at Boyden Rd .• Box 71. Canton. NY 138 17.

!The&~e Eagle

ENTERTAINMENT
tuesday, July IB, 1989 'J:
' By Seth Rogovoy nized by the two armed guaTd5

SpeclilloThe Eagle pM ' . -'op USlC standing bythe entrance gate.
PnTSFIELD Five steps into the park, another

How disappointed those who tried REVIEW couple of cops hovered by. In all,
everything in their power to keep there were 10 uniformed officers
Saturday's "Woodstock 20" benefit stationed at Wahconah Saturday.
concert from happening mustbe. covers that one wasn't certain That's five times as many as for a

-ln spite of all the eleventh-hour whether it was a Parker tune or an regular Pittsfield Mets game, at
efforts to halt the crossover rock obscure Crosby, Stills and Nash which alcohol is freely dispensed
and jazz eencert to benefit the number. and fans are encouraged to be
Berkshire Opera. Company, the Dumbwaiter, from Stockbridge, rowdy andexuberant.
concert came off Without a hitch. played a funky set of covers, jn- Saturday's no-alcohol event was

Mother nature sided with the eluding numbers by the Doors and also marred by other strictures
promoters, giving the musicians Sly Stone. The group ended its sel imposed on the performers and the
~nd the fans a sunny, warm day, with an ambitious rendition of the fans .\The stage was out by second
Ideal for an outdoor music festival.· BeaUes' "Helter Skelter," not an base; lrJhe audience had to stay in
Even the original Woodstock festi- easy tune to play, but the band the stands. This effectively prohib-
val was rained on, if notrained out. pulled it off. ited any give-and-take between au-

The concert began on time with Local comedian Bucky Lewis dience lind performer, eliminating
the funky Pittsfield cover band B- provided humorous color commen- any possibility of the kind of inter­
Side, and continued until Sirut tary during the first half of the action essential to the success of
brought the show to a climactic show, which was videotaped for sucha show.
close at 7 minutes to 10, the lime cable TV channel 20. The concert It's too bad the city fathers, or
deemed as the witching hour. will be broadcast on the cable whoever was responsible for mat-

Kudos to stage manager Chris channel, and tapes of the show are ing it 50 difficult tostageSaturday's
Schweitzer, his assistant Reuben available for purchase for those who show, couldn't have been there.
Taylor, and the rest of the stage enjoyed it and those who missed it. They might have learned5OlDe!hing
crew, all volunteers, for their ex- * * * from the spirit of collegiality and
ceIIent efforts at getling the bands Which brings up a final point. good musicianship that existed on
on and off the stage with a mini- Unfortunately for the promoters, stage and among thesmall crowd of
mum of fuss and the utmost alac- the turnout was below what was fans , at what turned out to be a
rity. ted W·th ~~1 d police benefit.expec . . I V1uy 450 pai 'at- '

The day's offerings were an tendees, the Berkshire Opera Com- I
eclectic mix, from the inspirational pany will not benefit from Sat­
gospel of theSecond Congregational urday's benefit - they'll be lucky to :
Church ofPittsfield 's gospel choir to coverexpenses . .
the pop-metal of Soutli Coonty's It's hard to pinpoint the reason for
Xavier, from the smooth folk-rock the lack of audience support. Per- ;
of Christian "Moe" Parker to the haps it had something todo with the
--!iiold >arkei :-irom Canton, N.Y., fact that the Pittsfield Police De­
was the day's most Woodstock-like parlment rendered the ballpark an .
performer. His acoustic set included armed camp, into which fans were
a few Dylan tunes , Simon and Gar- shutUed after being heavily scruti-
Iunkel's "59th Street Bridge Song"
and the Beatie's " Norwegian
Wood." Anexcellent guitarist witha
dulcet VOIce, he played an original
song that blended so well with his
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